INTRODUCTION
Anantapur district situated in the south western part of Andhra Pradesh, covers an area of 19,130 sq.km.
The soils are predominantly red and black cotton types, devoid of humus except in a few sheltered valleys. The climate can be described as tropical semiarid with a large number of sunny days.
Te mean maximum and minimum temperatures are 38.5 o C and 16.8 o C respectively. The average rainfall is only 53.8cm subject the direct to drought and famine, leading to changes in the occupation and food habits of the people. The forests are dry tropical south Indian mixed deciduous and southern cutch thorn types, covering 10% of the district area.
The flora of the district as been described in part by Hooker (1997) , Gamble (1935) and Pullaiah and Yasodamma (1989) . Medicinal plants of the region was sporadically surveyed by Reddy et al (1097) . Intensive explorations were conducted in the sugali thandas during 1990-94 yielded fifty important crude drugs used for different diseases/ailments. Present paper mainly exposes the unrealised and unexplored possibilities about the hidden properties of medicinal plants and secret knowledge of the folklorists living in anantapur district. It is fact that despite many discoveries, the accumulated knowledge of the sugali tribes is extended a little to the benefit and longevity of the poor. The sugali tribes is extended a little to the benefit and longevity of the poor. The sugali tribes living in anatapur district prefer less costing holistic medical care form indigenous natural drugs for treating most of their diseases.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
Folklore information as collected from herbalists in sugali thandas (Villages) and interior rural villages in and around the forests on the usage of plant crude drugs for various diseases. 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The information of crude drugs like Botanical name, family, part used, more of administration and purpose of usage are represented on Table-1 The distribution of chemical compounds in different extracts of selected crude drugs used for various diseases, supporting pharmacological properties given by chhabra et al 1984. The terminology of diseases, ailments proclaimed by tribal medicine men was collected on the field with symptoms as well. As the tribals are illiterate and with no specific knowledge on the ailments, found using same term for more than one related diseases. Hence an attempt has been made to arrive at the possible correct terminology of diseases based on the symptoms noticed in consultation with allopathic doctors and physicians. The tribals were found using the crude drugs, mainly in general ailments namely menorrhoea, leucorrhoea, jaundice, antidotes in poisonous bites, different types of fevers, cough asthma, arthritis, body aces, dental diseases, oedema, tumour, cuts and wounds, with low, skin diseases, stomach troubles and psychosis etc. Plant drugs also rarely used in abortion, anti fertility, antidiabetes, anaemia and lactation etc. The belief of tribals in crude medicine is combined with superstition of their own. 
